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THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes of December 8, 2016 

9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite A, Olympia WA 
 

 
ROLL CALL:  Delegate (D) 
  Excused (E) 
  Not Present (NP) 
Members Interest/Organization Present (P) 
Joe Hyer (Chair) District #1 Citizen Representative P 
J.W. Foster (Vice-Chair) City of Yelm NP 
Sandra Romero (Josh Cummings) County Commissioner NP 
E.J. Zita Port of Olympia P 
Dan Daniels City of Olympia P 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater NP 
Lenny Greenstein (Cynthia Pratt) City of Lacey P 
Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 
Diana Wall (Scott Rekawek) Industry Representative - 

Recycling 
D 

Burton Guttman District #2, Citizen Representative P 
Renee Sinclair District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  D 
E.J. Curry City of Yelm P 

 
 
Staff Present:  Monica Gorman, Allyson Ruppenthal, Ashlee Rodriguez, and Gabby Byrne – Public Works  
 
Guests Present:  Jeff Harwood – Waste Connections (LeMay); Rick Hlavka – Green Solutions 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The December 8, 2016 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 
11:43 a.m. by the Chair, Joe Hyer.  
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 
 
A motion to approve the November 2016 SWAC Minutes was made by the Chair and approved 
unanimously. Motion passed.  
 
Burt Guttman would like to make the word ‘membership’ under roundtable discussion into the 
plural, ‘memberships,’ since each person has his/her own membership in SWAC.  
 
A motion to approve the December 8, 2016 Agenda was passed, having been approved 
unanimously.  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
No public comments. 
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4. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Update on subcommittee tasked to review the SWAC’s by-laws 
The Chair has not convened yet due to the holidays, he will be looking to do this soon at the start 
of the year. 
 
Status of adding a private business representative to the SWAC 
After the first of the year, the Chair plans to discuss with the Board of County Commissioners the 
topics of adding a business representative to the SWAC, expiring terms, and other terms of 
membership.  
 
The Chair asked if E.J. Curry (replacement vice chair) is currently a member of SWAC. The 
answer is yes, and she will finish out the term as a replacement. Once the membership of the 
original position holder comes to an end, she will need to be re-appointed. 
 
The Chair notes that the by-laws and county code seem to be opposite. By-laws say cities appoint 
their own representative, county code says the commissioners will appoint representatives. This 
will be something that needs to be addressed and clarified; the Chair will also bring this to the 
attention of the Board of County Commissioners.  
 
Update from Tenino representative on status of Bucoda and Rainier representation 
Dave Watterson reached out to the surrounding city officials via email and has yet to hear an 
official response. Mr. Watterson mentioned possibly attending a city meeting in person to inquire at 
that time.  
 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

Review of SWMP Draft Chapter 10 (requested by SWAC) 
The committee reviewed Chapter 10, sections 10.1 through 10.12. Changes made to Chapter 10 
are attached.   
 
Burt Guttman proposed a motion, which was distributed to each SWAC member at the meeting. A 
scanned copy of the motion is pictured below): 
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The motion was seconded by Dave Watterson. Lenny Greenstein made a motion to table Mr. 
Guttman’s motion. Dave Watterson seconded the motion to table. The motion to table Mr. 
Guttman’s motion was passed unanimously. The Chair proposed to re-evaluate Mr. Guttman’s 
motion at a later date. The Chair then recommended the re-evaluation of Mr.Guttman’s motion 
take place in February or March of 2017, and proposed a vote. The motion was unanimously 
approved by the committee.  
 
The Chair asked about the origin of Table 10.1 attached after section 10.12 of Chapter 10. Monica 
Gorman stated that each of the recommendations was pulled from the previous chapters within the 
Solid Waste Management Plan that were reviewed and approved by the SWAC. Chapter 10 is a 
summary of the recommendations within the Solid Waste Management Plan. Rick Hlavka stated 
that he drafted the initial dates in the table, based on information previously provided through the 
SWAC meeting discussions, as well as information gleaned from his personal understanding of the 
time available to the Solid Waste staff. Rick Hlavka stated that, “. . . I’ve given it my best shot.” 
 
The Chair made the motion to reject Chapter 10, and send it back to staff and the consultant. E.J. 
Zita made the motion to amend Chair’s motion. She proposed that the current Chapter 10 
document be the first draft of the plan, the next step is for the plan to go to staff, and for the staff to 
collaborate. The Chair stated that he was not sure that the SWAC had the authority to ask the staff 
to collaborate on this plan. (The motion was not move forward to a vote.)  
 
Monica Gorman stated when staff plan specific efforts staff would use the Solid Waste 
Management Plan as a high level strategic guide. She reiterated that Chapter 10 was a roll up of 
the SWAC’s plan.  
 
Lenny Greenstein suggests the committee remove the table, and at a later date, prioritize the 
recommendations, then place them in a timeline. (The suggestion was not moved forward as a 
motion.) 
 
The Chair stated that he would have looked at this document very differently if it was clear that the 
table was an initial effort to provide a timeline. E.J. Zita stated that the committee now had clarity, 
and it was their job to discuss and determine what to include in the recommendations and to what 
extent they are prioritized within Table 10.1.  
 
Monica Gorman stated that each of the recommendations was previously submitted to the SWAC 
within the earlier chapters of the Solid Waste Management Plan. The recommendations in Chapter 
10 were extracted from the previous chapters.  
 
The Chair stated that his concern is that by including dates, implementation is implied and is not 
clear on how those dates were determined. Monica Gorman stated that it is up to the SWAC to 
determine what they want to recommend in terms of priorities.  
 
Lenny Greenstein stated that the committee does not know staff’s capacity and that the SWAC’s 
goal should be to put each item in priority order. After which, staff should have input.   
 
The Chair stated that he would approve Chapter 10 if the table is removed. The Chair states that 
the committee does not need to schedule, they need to prioritize.  
 
Rick Hlavka stated that the Washington State Department of Ecology does not require a timeline, 
but does require an implementation plan of some kind.  

 
Rick Hlavka stated he will develop an exercise for the SWAC to prioritize the table.  
 
Lenny Greenstein made a motion to approve Chapter 10 without the table. Renee Sinclair 
seconded. Dave Watterson stated he would like to amend the motion, by not throwing out the 
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table, but removing the timeline within the table. E.J. Zita seconds the amendment to the motion. 
(The motion was not move forward to a vote.) 
 
Lenny Greenstein recommends that rather than taking the table as a separate issue, he suggests 
the table be removed until it can be prioritized. (The recommendation was not moved forward as a 
motion.) 
 
E.J. Zita recommends that the title of the table “Implementation Summary of Recommendations” 
be changed to “Implementation Summary of Recommendations to be Prioritized.” Lenny 
Greenstein agrees. (The recommendation was not moved forward as a motion.) 
 
The Chair calls for a vote to approve moving forward with Chapter 10. Joe Hyer states, “We are 
going to approve Chapter 10 to move forward, we will be leaving the green tables, but we are 
having the column labeled ‘scheduled’ labeled ‘to be prioritized’ instead, and made blank, so that 
we can then determine if things are ongoing. And when they’re ongoing and where, and that, and 
we want to come back to that early next year and do some planning prioritization . . . we would like 
staff’s input somewhat on this prioritization process as we work it out because they are experts.”   
 
The committee voted and unanimously approved Chapter 10, including the table, without the 
timeline, with the caveat that there will be an effort to prioritize the items in the future.  
 
The Chair states that the January meeting is cancelled, and that the February meeting will be used 
to prioritize the table.  

 
• Attachment A – SWMP Chapter 10 (revised) 

  
6. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

 
The December 8, 2016 SWAC meeting adjourned at 12:28 p.m. 
 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for February 9, 2017 at 11:30 a.m. located at 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Building B, Chehalis Room, Olympia, WA 98512. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request. 


